The Magellanic Clouds (MCs) have been mapped at soft X-rays (0.1-2.4 keV) with ROSAT during
INTRODUCTION
From stellar evolution calculations WDs in close and wide binary systems experiencing high mass overflow rates and stable burning hydrogen have been predicted to show up as bright EUV sources (Iben 1982 , Fujimoto 1982 . They have been looked for in the regime of ultraviolet radiation and found in the hot component of symbiotic systems. It was natural to look for them in the close binary systems as well. But it was much more difficult to detect them there due to the faintness of the optical counterpart which is supposed to be an evolved main sequence star (Van den Heuvel et al. 1992) . In these systems the accretion disk will be predominant in the optical. One had to wait for the soft X-ray surveys of Einstein and ROSAT to discover the hot component in these systems, the nuclear burning WD. Einstein found the first 4 candidates in the Clouds (Long et al. 1981 , Wang & Wu 1992 and ROSATadded in the meantime 6 further discoveries (c.f. Fig.1 , Tab.1 and references given there).
THE SAMPLE
Which systems do we observe in the MCs and what are their characteristics? They are obviously close and wide binaries and central stars of planetary nebulae. But they are also recurrent EUV (or soft X-ray) sources and transients which could be recurrent sources in case the recurrence period is quite long compared to the time these systems are observed (years). In Tab.1 we give a summary of the MC supersoft sample as it is presently known and published in the literature. All (IQ149 (3)150 P. Kahabka the systems listed in the table can be reconciled with nuclear burning WDs. Not all necessarily need hydrogen-rich matter (or helium-rich matter) being supplied by accretion (e.g. the planetary nebula nuclei) but obviously the big majority. This rises the question whether the PNe objects are close binaries as well (c.f. Iben & Tutukov 1993 ). The optical spectra of these systems contain valuable information about the chemical composition and the state of ionisation of the accreted matter (exposed by the bright accretion disk, the optical companion or a nebula if present). A clue in understanding these systems may come from the determination of the mass of the WD, the mass of its envelope, the accretion rate onto the WD, the chemical composition of the accreted matter and the characteristics of mass-loss due to a wind ejected from the WD and/or the inner accretion disk in form of a jet. All these physical parameters have yet to be determined or are in the course of being determined. We refer as one example to the work of Heise et al. 1994 and Van Teeseling et al. 1994 where LTE model atmosphere spectral fits have been applied to the X-ray data and WD masses have been determined. Surely information from X-ray, UV and optical data has to be combined in order to come to a consistent description of these laboratories. Supersoft systems have also been found in the Galaxy. Two are close binary systems, RXJ 0925.7-4758 (Match et al. 1994 ) and RX JOO19+21 (Reinsch et al. 1993) . A review of the observations is given in Hasinger 1994, Kahabka & Triimper 1995 , Cowley et al. 1995 .
DISCUSSION
As the phenomena involved with SSS are very manifold, we will restrict on a few aspects which in the present understanding appear to be of peculiar interest. There may be other features like possible jets present in these binary systems (c.f. Cowley et al. 1995) or the nature of the donor star which in the future turn out to be of high interest, but the present knowledge forwards the attention towards the hot nuclear buring WD. This has been outlined in the work of 
